Montreux, Switzerland - September 7, 1988

The Human Genome Organization
(HUGO)

HUGO has been established to promote international collaboration on the mapping and sequencing

of the human genome. Knowledge gained from this project will have great benefits for human health
and wellbeing.

Functions:

1.

2.
3.

4.

To help coordinate research on the human genome, and to provide international training programs
on the relevant methodology.

To arrange the exchange of data, samples, and technology relevant to genome research.

To foster parallel studies in model organisms such as the mouse and coordinate that research with
the human genome project.

To provide public debate and develop guidelines on ethical, social, legal, and commercial
implications of the genome project.

Implementation:

To plan regional centers for large scale mapping and sequencing which will also coordinate major
resources including databases, collections of DNA clones, cell lines, and other biological reagents.
Until such regional centers are established, to oversee the networking and distribution of data and

To assist in organizing and funding the human gene mapping workshops and other international

To assist international exchange of knowledge and research techniques through training
fellowships, instructional courses, and workshops.

1.
2.
biological samples.
3.
meetings.
4.
5.

To offer expert advice to governmental and nongovernmental agencies on the support of genome

research.

6. To produce and distribute a periodic summary of genome activities.
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